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SUBJ: INITIAL REACTION DUTCH PRESS TO RESULTS OF FIRST 
SESSION OE RESUMED CIVIL AIR TALKS IN THE HAGUE, 

1-27-1975 

1 . THE TONE OF THE PRESS IS PESSIMISTIC. THE SUBJECT IS 
RECEIVING EXTENSIVE COVERAGE, ALSO ON THE RADIO. 

BELOW A SUMMARY OF THE MAIN HEADLINES IN THE MORNING 
PAPERS AND EXTRACTS EROM THE ONLY EDITORIAL COMMENT TO 
DATE, WHICH REFLECTS THE GENERAL ATTITUDES OF THE 
PRESS: 

2. "VOLKSKRANT" CATHOLIC LABOR, LEFTIST 1.28.1975 
"SOMBERNESS AETER RESUMPTION" 

"AIR TALKS FAR FROM POSITIVE" 

THIS PAPER MENTIONS THAT ONE OF THE US' FEW VULNERABLE 
POINTS VIS A VIS HOLLAND WOULD BE THE THREAT THAT HOLLAND 
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THE SUCCESSOR TO THE STARFIGHTER'. THIS IS NOT THE 
FIRST TIME THAT THIS POINT HAS BEEN THE OBJECT OF 
SPECULATION IN THE HAGUE. THE PAPER GOES ON TO QUOTE 
MINISTER WESTERTERP OF TRANSPORT, LEADER OF THE DUTCH 
DELEGATION AT THE TALKS, WHO GAVE A PRESS CONFERENCE JAN. 

27 AFTER THE FIRST SESSION OF THE TALKS. HE SAID: 

T HAVE BECOME EXTREMELY SOMBER TODAY. THERE IS PERHAPS 
SOME FLEXIBILITY ON THE US SIDE, BUT THERE REMAINS 
UNDIMINISHED THE US CLAIM TO CUT DOWN OUR TRANSIT TRAFFIC." 
WESTERTERP ALSO TOLD THE CONFERENCE THAT HE HAD WARNED THE 
US DELEGATION THAT CERTAIN SOUTH AMERICAN COUNTRIES ARE 
FOLLOWING THE TALKS IN THE HAGUE WITH ARGUS EYES'. 

THERE ARE THOUGHTS IN THAT PART OF THE WORLD ABOUT CUTTING 
DOWN US FLIGHT CAPACITY. WESTERTERP DIDN'T SAY SO IN SO 
MANY WORDS, BUT IT IS KNOWN THAT HE WAS REFERRING TO 
PERU, SAYS VOLKSKRANT. 

3. "TROUW" CALVINIST 1.28.1975 
"WESTERTERP SOMBER ABOUT KLM TALKS " 

4. "ALGEMEEN DAGBLAD" INDEPENDENT CONSERVATIVE 1.28.1975 
"KLM WITH ITS BACK TO THE WALL" 

"WESTERTERP EXTREMELY SOMBER " 

5. "TELEGRAAF" INDEPENDENT CONSERVATIVE 1.28.1975 
"US DOESN'T KNOW WHAT YIELDING IS" 

"BAD START FOR KLM TALKS " 

6. EDITORIAL COMMENT: (IDENTICAL IN "ALGEMEEN DAGBLAD" AND 
"HET VADERLAND" BOTH INDEPENDENT CONSERVATIVE, OF 1.28.1975) 
"FRIEND OR FOE?" 

"THE NEGOTIATIONS ARE BEING CONDUCTED ON THE EDGE OF THE 
SWORD. FOR OUR COUNTRY THERE IS INDEED A LOT AT STAKE, 

NOT ONLY THE BREAKING OF THE BACK-BONE OF OUR ATLANTIC 
AIR TRAFFIC BUT, AS MINISTER WESTERTERP HAS SAID, THE 
THREAT OF A DETERIORATION IN RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR COUNTRY 
AND THE US. THE US IS BEHAVING NOT AS AN ALLY, BUT AS AN 
ECONOMIC ENEMY WHO WANTS TO HIT HOLLAND IN A TENDER SPOT... 
THIS US PROTECTIONISM TOUCHES HOLLAND TO THE QUICK AND NO 
GOVERNMENT, WHATEVER ITS POLITICAL COLOR, CAN ACCEPT THIS." 
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